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POINTS 
•Introducing international human rights 
standards and its contents  
•Explaining relationship between 
international human rights law and 
national law: Ratification and Its 
Implications



SELF DETERMINATION 
ARTICLE 1 ICCPR 1966

Article 1 
1. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By 
virtue of that right they freely determine their political 
status and freely pursue their economic, social and 
cultural development. 
!

Self Determination?  
Ratification, Delaration and Reservation?  



THE STATUS  
[HTTPS://TREATIES.UN.ORG]

Indonesia 
!
Declaration: 

       "With reference to Article 1 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, the Government of the Republic of Indonesia declares that, 
consistent with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, and the Declaration on Principles of International Law 
concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation Among States, and the relevant 
paragraph of the Vienna Declaration and Program of Action of 1993, the words 
"the right of self-determination" appearing in this article do not apply to a section 
of people within a sovereign independent state and can not be construed as 
authorizing or encouraging any action which would dismember or impair, totally 
or in part, the territorial integrity or political unity of sovereign and independent 
states."  

https://treaties.un.org


UNITED STATES

!
Reservations: 
       "(1) That article 20 does not authorize or require legislation or other action by the 
United States that would restrict the right of free speech and association protected by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States. 
       "(2) That the United States reserves the right, subject to its Constitutional constraints, 
to impose capital punishment on any person (other than a pregnant woman) duly convicted 
under existing or future laws permitting the imposition of capital punishment, including 
such punishment for crimes committed by persons below eighteen years of age. 
!
Objection to the reservations made by Pakistan upon ratification: 

       “The Government of the United States of America objects to Pakistan’s reservations to 
the ICCPR.  Pakistan has reserved to Articles 3, 6, 7, 12, 13, 18, 19, and 25 of the Covenant, 
which address the equal right of men and women to the full enjoyment of civil and political 
rights, the right to life, protections from torture and other cruel inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment, freedom of movement, expulsion of aliens, the freedoms of 
thought, conscious and religion, the freedom of expression, and the right to take part in 
political affairs. 



DEROGATION

1 . In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the 
existence of which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present 
Covenant may take measures derogating from their obligations under the 
present Covenant to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the 
situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with their other 
obligations under international law and do not involve discrimination solely on 
the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin. 

2. No derogation from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs I and 2), 11, 15, 16 and 18 
may be made under this provision. 

3. Any State Party to the present Covenant availing itself of the right of 
derogation shall immediately inform the other States Parties to the present 
Covenant, through the intermediary of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, of the provisions from which it has derogated and of the reasons by 
which it was actuated. A further communication shall be made, through the 
same intermediary, on the date on which it terminates such derogation.



articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs I and 2), 
11, 15, 16 and 18

No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life (art. 6) 

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment (art. 7) 

No one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the slave-trade in all their forms shall 
be prohibited (art. 8) 

No one shall be imprisoned merely on the ground of inability to fulfil a contractual 
obligation (art 11) 
!
No one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on account of any act or omission 
which did not constitute a criminal offence, under national or international law, at 
the time when it was committed (art 15) 

Everyone shall have the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law 
(art 16) 

Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This 
right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and 
freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to 
manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching (art 18)
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Optional Protocol 1 to ICCP



WHAT DOES IT MEAN 
FOR INDONESIA? 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
!
Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession 

by General Assembly  
resolution 2200A (XXI) of 16 December 1966 

entry into force 23 March 1976, in accordance with Article 49 
!
!

Ratification? Implementation? Law reform? 
Responsibilities? Political Commitment? 


