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Socio-Legal Studies: Concept 

• What is socio-legal study? 

• What are elements of socio-legal 
study? 

• What is ‘socio’ in a socio-legal study? 
Is there limit of ‘socio’ in socio-legal 
study?

 



Socio-Legal as an Interdiciplinary Approach

• Interdisciplinary in nature 
• Integrating aspects of disciplinary perspectives, law and social science, into a 

single approach
• Ultimately to combine knowledge, skills, and forms of research experience from 

two (or several) disciplines in an attempt to transcend some of the theoretical and 
methodological limitations of the disciplines in question and create a basis for 
developing a new form of analysis (Banakar and Travers 2005: 5)

• Legal analysis is important, but not aimed merely an attempt at developing legal 
doctrine. 

• “Produce new forms of knowledge in its engagements with direct 
disciplines” (Moran 2002: 16).



Waldijk (2009) The Character of Scholarly Legal Research



Socio-Legal Studies: Research Method

• What do we need to seek by using socio-
legal study as a research method? 

• Do we always use ‘empirical studies of 
law’ in socio-legal study? 

• How do we start using socio-legal study 
as research method? What are stages of a 
socio-legal study? 

• What are the challenge for doing socio-
legal study as research method?  



Press Freedom, Law and Politics in Indonesia  
(2014, Zutphen: Wohrmann)

❖ 2009-2014: 12 sites in Indonesia, 2 years 
fieldwork

❖ 148 laws and 51 court decisons

❖ + 150 interviews, quoted + 90 

❖ Research Questions: (i) How the concepts of 
freedom of expression and press freedom 
have evolved in Indonesian law; (ii) How 
press freedom as one of the main pillars of 
constitutional democracy has been 
guaranteed or curbed by the Indonesian legal 
system; (iii) How press freedom has been 
shaped in practice; and (iv) How this can be 
evaluated from a rule of law perspective. 



Good Governance and Legal Reform in Indonesia  
(2007, Bangkok: OHRSD Mahidol Univ)

1. Why did the World Bank project on good 
governance become so prevalent and dominant?

2. Did the projects of good governance and its legal 
reform framework subvert democratic 
governance and human rights discourse? How 
are the issues about World Bank’s projects on 
good governance and legal reform debated and 
practiced?

3. Do the World Bank’s projects on good 
governance and its legal reform framework 
contribute to the promotion and protection of 
human rights in Indonesia? 



The findings: Oppressive Texts of Law

• The emergence of market friendly  human 
rights paradigm 

• Technologies and rationalities in mystifying 
power assymetry

• Governance and its legal reform machinery
• Labor rights and legalized human rights 

violation

• “.. The importance of human rights has been 
eroded and subverted by GG. GG is BG/PG, 
which is really sinister for human rights. GG 
through the law is a clear message of political 
economy imperialism ...”



Socio-legal studies: Professionalism? 

• To what extent is socio-legal study 
relevant for law makers, professional 
lawyer, judges, bureaucrats, and other 
law enforcers?

• Does the court decision often adopt 
socio-legal study?

• Is it possible to access justice from law 
as text or norm (‘black letter law’)? 



Socio-Legal Studies: At Law Schools

• Why is socio-legal study unpopular or 
even ‘rejected’ at many law schools? 

• How has been school of law in Indonesia 
adopting socio-legal study? 

• To what extent a socio-legal study could 
significantly contribute to improve legal 
education at higher education level?   



Socio-legal research: Vision and Agenda 
(Tamanaha 2008; Kagan 1995)

Context 

International economic competition; 
extremely rapid technological change; 
mounting environmental stress; greater 
geographical mobility; developments in 
modern capitalism; the spread of 
instrumental rationality; population growth; 

Agendas 

(i) law and institutional designs; (2) the 
behaviour of legal institutions; (3) social 
effects ==> ‘social changes in the character of 
law itself’



Publications on Socio-Legal
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