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What is ‘peace’? 
Why do we need peace …… justice!



‘Peace’ is like ‘happiness’, ‘justice’, ‘health’ and other 
human ideals, something every person and culture 
claims to desire and venerate, but which few if any 
achieve, at least on an enduring basis. 

A dialectical determination of peace 
Peace is often defined or determined negatively. Peace 
is ‘the absence of war’. Peace is ‘non- violence’. 
Peace is both a means of personal and collective 
ethical transformation and an aspiration to cleanse the 
planet of human-inflicted destruction. 

The means and the goal are in continual, dialectical 
evolution, sometimes regressing during periods of 
acute violent conflict and sometimes progressing non- 
violently and less violently to actualize political 
justice and social equity. 

Charles Webel 2007



Although attempting to bring about world peace through the internal 
transformation of individuals is difficult, it is the only way. . . . Peace must first 
be developed within an individual. And I believe that love, compassion, and 
altruism are the fundamental basis for peace. Once these qualities are developed 
within an individual, he or she is then able to create an atmosphere of peace and 
harmony. This atmosphere can be expanded and extended from the individual to 
his family, from the family to the community and eventually to the whole world.
 
(Dalai Lama, in Thich Nhat Hanh 1991: vii) 



If we begin with the need to survive, we 
immediately see that peace is a primary 

requirement of the human condition itself. 
(Johan Galtung, in Galtung and Ikeda 1995: 110) 



Non-violence is a weapon of the strong. . . . The law of love will work, 
just as the law of gravitation will work, whether we accept it or not. . . . 

The more I work at this law the more I feel the delight in life, the delight 
in the scheme of the universe. It gives me a peace and a meaning of the 

mysteries of nature that I have no power to describe. 
(M. K. Gandhi 1930/2002: 46)



Basic postulates 
of Justice

• Truth
• Uniform values 
• Equality before law
• Liberty
• Impartiality
• Respect of individual’s ability and capability
• Protective discrimination is not injustice
• Provision of rights
• Fulfilment of basic needs 



Various Dimensions of Justice 

• Legal dimensions of justice
• Political dimensions of justice
• Social dimensions of justice
• Economic dimensions of justice



Peace and justice 
as human rights 

• Human rights emerged as a significant global discourse after the Second 
World War, specifically as a reaction to the experience of the Holocaust 
(Ishay 2004; Lauren 1998; Sellars 2002). 

• Peace cannot be achieved without human rights being protected and 
realized, and human rights cannot be achieved in the absence of peace  
(Jim Ife)

• The human rights violations committed by the Indonesian military 
between 1975 and 1999 are quietly forgotten - UNPUNISHED 



Human Rights and Peace: ‘From Below’? 

• Beyond the traditional Western, individual, legal frameworks, can best be 
summarized as an argument for ‘human rights from below’ as opposed to 
‘human rights from above’. The conventional idea of human rights accepts 
the view that human rights are defined in conventions, whether at UN level 
or in national constitutions or legislation

• Human rights are embedded in human community, and indeed in our daily 
actions. 

• Human rights from below allows for different understandings of human 
rights and responsibilities in different contexts, but then opens up the 
possibility of dialogue where individuals or groups can learn from each 
others’ wisdom. It has the potential to develop a culture of human rights 
and responsibilities, and is linked to ideas of developing strong human 
community, in whatever form that may take. 



Legal framework of 
justice system in Indonesia 

INDONESIA: Human Rights Act 39/1999; Human Rights Court 26/2000; 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission Law (Annulled by Constitutional 
Court); Ratification status 
 
COLUMBIA: ’Justice and Peace Law’ (Ley de Justicia y Paz) of 25 July 
2005 (‘Law 975’)  - a Colombian policy of restorative justice 



International Human Rights Framework: Indonesia 



Reflecting conflict, violence, and its impact 
to justice and peace in Indonesia?

How the development of transitional justice 
in Indonesia, is it on the right track? 





• JAVA: ‘Dukun Santet', ‘Ninja’, ‘Situbondo case’
• KALIMANTAN: ‘Dayak-Madura violence’
• SULAWESI: ‘Poso violence’

What have we learnt from these cases? 

‘Post Authoritarian Regime’ conflicts/violence 



The Challenge for 
Peace and Justice

• Impunity 
• Reproduction of violence, oppressive/repressive acts 

(ISA-RSA) as well as discourses
• Massive fake news, from an existential crisis for social 

media to hoax industry
• Market friendly human rights paradigm 


